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England, joined last year their armies with ours, to
secure the peace of the world and the re-establish-
ment of national rights. At the first chances of war
slumbering passions awoke. England and Russia
have drawn Prussia and Austria to their side. Our
enemies desire to destroy our allies, to punish them
for their fidelity. They wish to carry the war into
our beautiful country to avenge the triumphs which
bore our victorious eagles to the heart of their coun-
tries. I know better than any one, what our people
would have to fear if they ever let themselves be con-
quered. Before ascending the throne, to which I was
called by the choice of my august spouse, and by my
father's wishes, I had the highest opinion of the cour-
age and energy of this great people. This opinion
has been daily strengthened by everything that I
have seen. Sharing for four years-my husband's
most intimate thoughts, I know by what emotions he
would be torn on a throne, disgraced, wearing a dis-
honored crown. Frenchmen, your Emperor, your
country, your honor appeal to you!"

As soon as the Empress had stopped, warm ap-
plause broke out. Then the Count of Laci^pdde arose
and said: "Madame: Before proposing to the Senate
measures regarding the decree of the Senate, I have
the honor of begging Your Imperial Majesty to deign
to allow me to offer her, in the name of my col-
leagues, the respectful homage of all the feelings
with which we are inspired by seeing Your Majesty
preside over the Senate, and by hearing the memor-